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FOREWORD

In February 2001 a group of psychologists, educators, ICT experts and re-
searchers from other fields came together in Landau, Germany, in order to
discuss and deepen the concept for the VISIONARY project that had just
been approved by the European Commission within the Socrates/Minerva
programme.

When we started, some of us (including me) only had a rough idea of what
it is like to work in a European context. Yet we looked forward to the ex-
perience of working together and meeting people from other countries in
Finland, Germany, Portugal, Denmark and the UK.

When we started the VISIONARY work we became aware of the chal-
lenges of working internationally: We discussed and worked out solutions
with others who were not only thousands of kilometres away but who also
had another background in terms of culture, educational systems and
working styles. While working together we were more or less restricted to
online communication: Discussion forums, mailing lists, emails and chat.

Nevertheless, after many long discussions, misunderstandings, days and
nights of hard work we reached our goals and created an international
portal and this book on violence prevention in school. For some of us it was
more than merely creating a product. We became curious about the ways
of thinking, working and handling problems in other countries that some-
times differed a lot from the ways of thinking in our own countries. They
were different and sometimes fairly unusual from our own systems, but
some were worth considering and trying.

In a way, the experiences we shared were similar to the experiences many
people have who work on an international level or who are interested in
communicating with people in other countries by means of new technolo-
gies. Working and communicating with others, who have a different cultural
background, different educational or academic systems, different working
styles and even different ways of thinking can be hard and sometimes even
exhausting. Nevertheless, it is challenging, enriching and worth the effort,
as it widens one’s own perspective and repertoire.

This book is about violence prevention in schools in our countries - Den-
mark, Finland, Germany, Portugal and the UK. Apart from giving a general
introduction to violence in school and its prevention, we present many ex-
amples of good practice from our countries with a focus on resources that
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are available on the Internet, especially on our website that we created
within the project. We hope that through this book, we can motivate readers
to deal with concepts and ways of thinking from other countries and to take
a broader perspective.

This book wouldn’t have been possible without the active contributions and
support from many people whom | would like to thank. First of all | would
like to thank my two co-editors, Claire Bradley and Malene Rasmussen and
all the authors of this book who sometimes had a hard time with us: Joao
Amado, Robert Arpo, Isabel Freire, Anna Hutchinson, Jorge Moreiras, An-
drew Ravenscroft, Tamara Schupp & Ole Thomsen.

I'd also like to thank the other “VISIONARIES”, who stayed with us up to
this project’s official end - Lars Balzer, Tom Boyle, Gert Fosgerau, Paulo
Gongalves, Sgren Holst, Reinhold S. Jager, Urban Lissmann, Jan Olsen,
André Pilatus, Pirkko Pitkdnen and especially our Danish Lotus expert
Flemming Runing - but also the “Ex-VISIONARIES” who left us in the
course of this project - Fernando Costa, Mike Davis, Antje Lind, Filomena
Marques and Janice Smith - and all the other VISIONARIES, students, sec-
retaries, etc., who contributed to our project.

| also thank Harald Baron from the Verlag Empirische Padagogik (Landau)
who designed and produced the final layout for this book.

Last, but not least, I'd like to thank our contact persons from the Socrates
Technical Assistance Office in Brussels, who have always been patient with
us, answering all the questions we had within the realisation of our project -
Clotilde Nicolle, Marjorie Saudoyer, Pascale Balcon and Géraldine Rein-
hold von Essen - and of course the European Commission within the Soc-
rates/Minerva Programme that made the VISIONARY project possible.

Landau, March 2003 Thomas Jager



